
Volunteer Induction

Many thanks for taking the time to research Fishabilityand making the decision to join this wonderful 
Association.

Fishability(formerly Fishers with Disabilities Assoc. Inc.)  has, since 2000 provided fishing opportunities for 
Western Australians living with disabilities. 

With the support from the Western Australian peak body for recreational fishing, Recfishwest, and the 
Departmetof Fisheries,  Fishabilityhas promoted fishing as a means of acceptance and inclusion.  

You are joining a team of dedicated, passionate, fun and caring volunteers whom all love fishing, the 
outdoors, supporting those a little less fortunate, community service and being part of a culture.

Once again, thanks and I hope you gain a little more understanding about Fishabilitywith this induction.



History of Fishability
(formerly Fishers with Disabilities Assoc. Inc)

http:// www.fisherswithdisabilities.org.au/videos.php

Follow the link above to view our promotional DVD and learn about the history of Fishability, 
why we started and how we started.  It will give you a great snapshot of the organisation.

http://www.fisherswithdisabilities.org.au/videos.php


Vision
Values of the Association

The Board reaffirmed the following values for the Association

Inclusion:We are committed to building fishing communities that are welcoming and inclusive
Accessibility:We want to create fishing communities where all people are able to access 
opportunities for development and fulfilment
Diversity: We appreciate difference as an integral part of our society and value the contribution of all 
individuals
Equity:We value fairness and openness in decision making and the allocation of advocacy, support 
and information
Dignity: We support the rights of individuals to make choices and be empowered to make decisions 
about their own lives
Respect:We value practices that uphold the individuality and personal and community choice of 
participants, volunteers and staff



Strategic Objectives of the Association

The Board reaffirmed the strategic objectives of the Association as detailed in the 2015 -2018 
Strategic plan;

Å To expand, develop and deliver the Fishers with Disabilities program in Western Australia

Å To empower fishers with disabilities and build capacity to enable greater participation in 
recreational fishing

Å To develop strategic alliances and cooperative arrangements with key government private sector 
and other organisations to ensure the Association is properly resourced

Å To implement good governance practices



Mission of the Association

To enhance the quality of life and self esteem of Western 
Australians with disabilities by providing recreational fishing 
activities and advocating inclusion into mainstream fishing 

opportunities



Program Snapshot





Vessel Activities

Nev Thomas moored at Royal Perth 

Yacht Club

Mistral operated by Mandurah Offshore 

Fishing & Sailing Club



State Support Structure

Fishability Board ð
8 members

Chair / Vice -Chair / 
Secretary / Treasuer / 

Volunteer Coordinator / 
Board members

Executive Officer ð23 
hours

Mon/Wed/Thurs

Coordinator  
Perth Jetty

Coordinator  
Boat Jetty

Coordinator 
(Mandurah)

Coordinator
(Albany)

Coordinator 
(Geraldton) - TBA

Coordinator
(Busselton)



Fishability (Fishers with Disabilities Association Inc.)                
Organisational Chart ðEffective October 2015

August 2014 

This is an example text. 

Regional Program

Mandurah

(all volunteers) 

Regional Program

Albany

(all volunteers)
. 

Regional Program

Busselton

(all volunteers)

Fishability

Management Board            
(all volunteers) 

Chair direct line to EO

Volunteer Liaison Officer / Secretary 

/ Treasurer / Board Members                         

Executive Officer PTE    

(23 hours)

Metro Programs

Perth

(all volunteers)



Program Coordinators Role

Key Tasks & Responsibilities
ü Oversee the running of local fishing programs
ü Responsible for liaising with Executive Officer (EO) in all compliance regulations in the area
ü Support the EO to recruit and retain volunteers in the region
ü Ensure all volunteers are accredited and receive relevant documentation and are inducted
ü Report regularly to the EO on progress within the region
ü Voice of the region for the FishabilityState Board with planning and implementing annual calendar
ü Acts as contact point for the Association
ü Promotes and develops the Fishing Activities Program inclusive fishing opportunities within region 

and surrounding areas
ü -ÁÎÁÇÅÓ ÔÈÅ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ ÇÒÏÕÐ
ü Promotes the Association
ü Provides secretarial support for the Association and its Board
ü Works alongside the EO in funding / sponsorship opportunities for the Association



Program Volunteer Role

Key Tasks & Responsibilities
ü Support the Program Coordinator in the delivery of the program
ü Provide practical assistance to participants such as setting up fishing equipment, baiting and 

casting a line and catch care
ü Share knowledge of the recreational fishing rules and promote good fishing practices
ü Educate our participants in environmental awareness
ü Provide assistance to participants with their fishing according to their capabilities
ü Work in a team to ensure a harmonious and welcoming environment for all involved
ü Personal assistance to participants is generally provided by Support Workers
ü Respect all persons involved in the program regardless of ability; disability; gender; race; age or 

religion
ü Adhere to all Health and Safety requirements of the Association in accordance to the Volunteer 

Manual.



Organisational Patron

Graham Edwards AM
GrahamEdwards was born in Kalgoorlie on 18 July 1946. He attended Christian Brothers College,Perth and later Leederville
TechnicalCollege.
FollowingschoolGrahamwasemployedby WAGovernmentRailwaysandworked himselfup to becomea fireman.
He servedin the regular army for three years(1968- 1971) and saw servicein Vietnamwith the 7th Battalion RARin 1970. He was
wounded twice in Vietnamthe secondtime losinghis legsto a 'jumping jack' anti personnellandmine.
After dischargefrom the armyanda period of rehabilitation he spent ten yearswith the CommonwealthPublicServicein Defence,
Veterans'Affairsand the VietnamVeterans'CounsellingService.
Grahamwas elected as a Councillorwith the City of Stirling in 1980and in 1983was elected to the Parliamentof WA where he
servedfor fourteen yearsincludingsevenyearsasa Minister.
In 1998Grahamwaselected to the Houseof Representativesandretired in 2007.
Grahamwas recognisedby the RSLwith the ANZACof the Yearaward in 1991for serviceto the Veterancommunity. He hasalso
been awarded the Rotary Paul Harris Fellow and the Lions Melvin JonesFellow. He is a Life Member of the Vietnam Veterans'
Association.
Grahamwas also recently made a Freemanof The City of Wanneroo in his home state of WA and was Chairmanof the Prime
Minister's AdvisoryCouncilon Veterans. Heisalsoamember to the Councilof the AustralianWarMemorial.
Grahamwasmadea Member of the Orderof Australiain June2012.
In Novemberof 2012Grahamwaselectedasthe StatePresidentof the RSLWA.
In his time off, Grahamenjoys fishing so when approachedby Fishability, he recognisedthe need to advocate for people with
disabilitiesto ensureeverypersonhasthe right to experiencethe joy of fishing.



Organisational Ambassador

Jayne Parsons
Jayneis an exceptional wife, mother of three, stepmother of two and grandmother of seven. Jayneis alsoan elite athlete having
representedNew Zealandin the sport of cycling. At 21yearsof age, Jaynehad the world at her feet as a young bride, expectant
mother with careerprospects and a bright future. However, her life camecrashingdown and so much was taken from her both
physicallyandmentallyasa result of yearsof domesticviolence. Jaynewasavictim and lost her sight in both eyes.
After yearsof trauma andpersonalanguish,Jaynedecidedto stand up, be heardand to turn a negativeexperiencein to a positive
experience. At the age of 44, Jaynecommenceda career asan elite cyclist. With a determined nature and with the support of a
cycling partner, Jaynelearnt the skill of tandem racing. Shetrained hard and set her goals for competition at local, national and
international arenas. Jaynehad a resilienceand strong belief that shewas capableof achievinganything and becamethe pioneer
of tandem cyclingin New Zealand.
With her goalsset for the 2012Paralympicsin London,Jaynetrained hard in the leadup, but unfortunately an injury resulted in her
withdrawal of the competition. At that point Jaynerealisedthat her international cyclingcareermaybe finished,but set new goals
of beinga spokeswoman,ambassadorandadvocatefor both domesticviolencevictimsand for disabilitygroups.
Jaynebecamean Ambassadorfor the ChildCancerNZ organisation; addressedvictims of domestic violenceat women's refuges
throughout New Zealand; becameinvolved in Youth Quest (an organisationsupporting young boys at risk) and performed public
speakingengagementsat localhigh schools.
In 2014, with a new fresh outlook on life, Jayneand her husbandBrent decided to pack up and move to Mandurah to follow her
passionof fishing and the outdoors. Jaynecommencedher involvement with Fisherswith Disabilitiesin 2014and is a regular jetty
and boat participant on a weekly basis. At 53 years of age, Jaynehas experienced so many achievements,but not one to be
complacent,shehasset new goalsfor 2015and beyond. Jaynehasrecently commencedtraining in a new sport, blind lawn bowls
and has the Australian National in Adelaide in 2015; TransTasmanin New Zealandin 2016; Blind Lawn Bowls Championshipsin
SouthAfrica in 2017and then the CommonwealthGameson the GoldCoastin 2018in sight



Faces of Fishability

Nev Thomas - Founder

Michelle Lee - Busselton

Susanne Dennings - Albany

Di Bruce ðExecutive Officer

Mike Donnelly ðVice Chair
Alison Fleming - Chair

Ray Benetti ðPerth Jetty

Dee Castillo - Mandurah

John Staples ðPerth Boat


